The first clinical cases of botulism in infants were described in 1976 (6) . Unlike classic foodborne botulism, in which preformed toxin is ingested and absorbed, infant botulism is an intoxication caused by the absorption of botulinal toxin produced in vivo in the intestinal tract of the infant after colonization of the tract by and multiplication of Clostridium botulinum. From 1975 It appears that the organism responsible for this case of infant botulism is of a different species from those found in C. botulinum group I. The present nomenclature practice of giving the name C. botulinum to clostridial species that produce botulinal toxin disregards the great disparity between the cultural and physiological properties of these organisms. Therefore, as pointed out by Smith (7) , C. botulinum is not really a single species of bacteria but a conglomerate of four quite distinct groups (groups I, II, III, and IV). These groups are similar only in that they are clostridia and produce toxins with similar action. There are NOTES nontoxigenic clostridia related to each group, some of which have separate species designations. Since the toxigenic organism isolated from this case of infant botulism does not fit into any of the present C. botulinum groups, it could be considered as belonging to a fifth group (group V). Although it may be premature to suggest such a classification, the properties of this organism point out the disparate nature of the organisms currently classified as C. botulinum. A comparison of the characteristics of this organism with those of the four groups of C. botulinum is presented in Table 1 . This case of infant botulism is the only one reported to date known to be caused by an organism other than proteolytic (group I) C. botulinum.
